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A&RI CULTURE  AND  NATIONAL  DEFENSE 

F.AR].vi  MACHLNERY  REPAIR  DRIVE;  USDA  defense  Loards  are  to  hold  State  meetings  early 
in  November  to  launch  a campaign  to  renair  farm  machine^'.  Shortly  afterward 
count?/  defense  hoards  will  gather  to  get  the  drive  going  on  a local  basis.  This 
camua-ign  easily  rn3.y  be  one  of  most  important  activities  of  agriculture  in  nent  few 
months.  Putting  used  machinery  in  working  shape  will  be  essential  to  s.chieving 
next  year’s  food  goals.  Farmers  just  won't  be  able  to  buy  as  nucli  new  farm  machin- 
ery as  they  nrob'ably  will  need.  There  isn' t enough  steel  to  go  around  and  fern 
equioment  manufacturers  will  have  to  get  along  on  less  than  they  had  in  lUUO  and 

1941. 


ELiOUCH  METAL  FOR  REPAIRS;  G-overnment  elans  to  make  metal  available  for  sufficient 
repair  parts  to  recondition  used  equieraent.  Farmers  will  be  urged  to  chock  machin- 
ery and  order  snare  parts  ea,rly . Q,uick  action  necessary  to  give  dealers  and  m.anu- 
facturers  .an  idea  of  wliat  demand  wall  be  for  sp.are  parts.  Also  early  ordering  will 
give  opportunity  to  got  stuff  moved  before  transportation  begins  to  groan  under 
strain  of  defense  production. 

NOT  FARMER  PR0GRAI;i  ALONE;  Defense  boards  ?:ill  need  cooperation  of  manufacturers, 
merchants,  mechanics,  bl.acksmi  ths , schools,  and  colleges.  With  the  concurrence  of 
0PM,  the  Secretary  has  advised  all  farm  machinery  manufacturers  of  the  repair  cam- 
paign and  has  asked  their  full  cooperation.  An  inventory  will  be  made  of  farmers 
and  others  skilled  in  repairing  machinery.  Wherever  possible  more  men  will  be 
trained  in  such  work  and  more  repair  shop  facilities  created.  This  is  a big,  job 
and  necessaip.^  part  of  defense  program. 

0PM  PROVIDES  FOR  1,/40,0Q0  MILK  CANS;  Grants  A— 5 preference  rating  to  manufa,c tuners 
of  milk  cans  and  limited  A-5  to  malcers  of  hot-dip  tinned  and  tin  plate  dairy  equip- 
ment. Plan  effective  at  once  and  ends  next  March  I5.  0PM  says  it  will  make  enough 
steel  aval!' .ab"’.  0 for  manufacture  of  955,000  new  milk  cans  — judged  sufficient  to 
handle  8 billion  pound  milk  increase.,  called  for  in  1942.  Also  allocating  steel 
for  385,000  cans  on  basis  that  that  many  needed  for  normal  replacements. 


Rating  for  tin  plate  equipment;  Enough  steel  will  be  allocated  to  provide  increase 
of  6.8  percent  in  dairy  pails,  milk  strainer  pails,  milk  kettles,  milk  strainers, 
and  setter  or  cream  cans  to  take  care  of  requested  6.8  percent  increase  in  milk 
production.  Program  worked  out  by  0PM  in  cooperation  with  USDA.  CPM  wai-ned  that 
ratings  may  not  be  used  to  build  up  inventories.  Each  monufacturer  required  to 
show  intention  of  doing  his  part  to  see  that  cans  and  other  equipment  are  available 
to  producers  before  next  spring. 
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SCRAP  MSTAL  C AJ/iP AI G-N;  Driv^-  to  get  scrap  metal  from  farms  to  defense  industry 
was  launched  this  week  when  Secretary  Fickard  wrote  all  State  Defense  Board 
chairmen  requesting  them  to  inaugurate  camoaign*  Boards  asked  to  malce  nloJis  for 
their  States  and  enlist  county  defense  boards  in  effort.  Ponald  Nelson,  SPAB 
executive  director,  asked  Secretary  Fickard  to  lay  before  farmers  serious  actual 
and  imoending  shortages  of  iron  and  steel  scrao.  Nelson  added  that  civilian 
shortages  of  steel,  including  steel  for  inrolements  and  parts  needed  by  farmers, 
will  be  more  severe  if  we  cannot  keen  steel  mills  running  at  canacity.  This 
is  a challenge  to  all  Agriculture  to  make  a success  of  this  campaign  in  the 
interests  of  National  Defense.  Both  '-Datriotism  and  self-interest  will  be  served 
by  farmers  making  scran  available  for  use. 

• 

DO  N0T_SC?AP  USBFUL  MACHINERY;  Nothing  that  can  be  reconditioned  and  used  should 
be  scraooed.  That  would  defeat  our  own  mrooses  by  making  more  machinery  re- 
placements necessary.  SPAB  points  out  that  farmers  usually  keen  old  implem.ents 
about  and  strin  from  them  bolts,  gears,  or  other  parts  needed  to  renair  newer 
machinery.  Farmers  should  remove  such  usable  parts  now  and  scran  the  rest. 

PRICES  FAHiEHS  ilAY  5XFECT;  Farmers  are  not  exnected  to  give  their  scran  away. 
Maps  have  been  sent  to  defense  boards  which  can  be  used  to  show  what  prices 
farmers  reasonably  can  expect  in  various  sections.  Diue  to  a number  of  factors, 
including  transportation  and  nrenaration  charges  and  nrice  ceilings,  prices  for 
scrap  will  not  be  high.  Farmers  are  asked  to  sell  their  scran  as  a service  to 

the  Nation  rather  than  as  a way  of  making  money.  Members  of  defense  boards 
should  be  able  to  advise  farmers  approximately  what  prices  they  can  exnect. 

The  Secretary  has  made  suggestions  to  defense  boards  on  carrying  out  campaign 
and  giving  necessary  help  and  information  to  farmers. 
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